
IN RE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2005-334-T - ORDER NO. 2010-647

SEPTEMBER 29, 2010

Application Hillcrest Taxi, LLC, 1391

Ridgewood Drive, Orangeburg, SC 29118

(District 6) for a Class C (Taxi) Certificate of

Public Convenience and Necessity for

Operation of Motor Vehicle Carrier

) ORDER GRANTING

) REINSTATEMENT OF

) CERTIFICATE SUBJECT

) TO CONDITIONS

)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

"Commission") by way of a request filed by Hillcrest Taxi, LLC ("Applicant" or

"Hillcrest') to reinstate Class C (Taxi) Certificate No. 7623. Certificate No. 7623 was

originally issued to Hillcrest pursuant to Commission Order No. 2005-622, dated October

31, 2005, which granted the Applicant authority to render motor passenger service.

On February 1, 2007, the South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) filed a

Motion for Immediate Suspension of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity of

Hillcrest requesting that the Commission suspend the Certificate of Hillcrest, pursuant to

26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-175 (Supp. 2009), for failure to maintain and file evidence

of insurance as required by S.C. Code Ann. § 58-23-910 (Supp. 2009) and 26 S.C. Code

Ann. Regs. 103-175 (Supp. 2009). The Commission granted ORS' motion and

suspended the Applicant's Certificate of authority to operate as a motor vehicle carrier

(Certificate No. 7623) by Order No. 2007-122, dated February 22, 2007. OnMarch 7,

2007, ORS filed a Motion to Rescind Order No. 2007-122, since ORS had received a

Form E, or evidence of liability insurance, on February 12, 2007. On March 20, 2007,
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this CommissionissuedOrderNo. 2007-189,which rescindedOrderNo. 2007-122and

reinstatedCertificateNo. 7623.

On March4, 2009,a Petitionfor Ruleto ShowCausewasfiled by ORSasto why

certain carriers,Hillcrest amongthem, should not have their Certificatesrevokedfor

failure to maintainand file evidenceof insurance. After due hearing,CertificateNo.

7623 was again cancelledby Order No. 2009-313, dated May 14, 2009. Hillcrest

requestedreinstatementon June 11,2009, which wasgrantedby Order No. 2009-451,

subjectto compliancewith all CommissionRules and Regulations. On December8,

2009,the CommissionissuedOrderNo. 2009-859,rescindingOrderNo. 2009-451,for

failureof Hillcrest to file FormE.

OnJuly 16,2010,Hillcrest filed a letterwith theCommission,seekingto reinstate

its Certificate. ORS filed a letter on July 28, 2010, askingthat reinstatementof the

Certificate be denied, basedon the fact that Hillcrest had been habitually out of

compliance with Commission rules and regulations. On August 4, 2010, this

CommissionissuedOrderNo. 2010-523,which allowedHillcrest ten(10) daysfrom the

dateof thedirectiveto respondto theORS's objectionto reinstatement.Hillcrest filed a

responseon August 13, 2010, stating that it would endeavorto "meet the required

standardsof ORSandPublic ServiceCommission"if its Certificatewasreinstated.ORS

reportedthat, subsequentto revocationof its Certificate,Hillcrest continuedto operateits

business. On August 25, 2010,this CommissionissuedOrderNo. 2010-573,directing

the CommissionStaff to schedulea hearingon this matter. A hearingwassubsequently

scheduledfor October27,2010at 10:30AM in theofficesof theCommission.
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On September15, 2010, ORS filed a letter with this Commissionin which it

reportedthat it had reachedan Agreement/Stipulationwith Hillcrest, andwas therefore

withdrawing its objection to

Convenienceand Necessity.

the reinstatementof Hillcrest's Certificate of Public

The withdrawal of the ORS objection was basedon a

Stipulationenteredwith HillcrestwherebytheCompanyhasagreedasfollows:

1) To maintaina Form E on file with ORSestablishingHillcrest's compliancewith

the insurancerequirementsof theCommission;

2) To registerandpay to ORSall decalfeesowedby Hillcrest for theperiodJuly 1,

2010 through December31, 2010 for all vehicles to be operatedby Hillcrest

duringthis period;

3) To file with ORSaproperlycompleted2009AnnualReport;

4) To pay the fine and any associatedfees or costs related to the currently

outstandingticket issuedby ORS in 2009 for one of Hillcrest's vehiclesbeing

operatedwithout paymentfor or displayof anORSdecal;

5) To voluntarily submit to anORSinspectionof driver qualificationsand vehicles

ata timeandplaceof ORS'schoosing;and

6) To not seekany furtheror futurereinstatementof its ClassC (Taxi) certificateof

public convenienceand necessityin the event of any future revocationof its

certificateby theCommission.

According to the September15, 2010 letter, Items (1) through (4) have been

completedand item (5) is to be scheduled.ORS statesthat, on the basisof Hillcrest's

agreementto comply with the above-statedterms and conditions,its concernswith the
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reinstatementof Hillcrest's Class C (Taxi) Certificate have been addressedto its

satisfaction.

We haveexaminedthis matter, and concludethat the requestof Hillcrest Taxi,

LLC for reinstatementof ClassC (Taxi) CertificateNo. 7623 shouldbe and is hereby

granted,subjectto compliancewith all Commissionrulesandregulations,andsubjectto

the conditions outlined above in the Stipulation betweenthe Companyand ORS, as

outlined in the ORS letter of September15, 2010. The Stipulation as outlined is

approvedby this Commission.

IT IS THEREFOREORDERED:

1. That ClassC (Taxi) CertificateNo. 7623in the nameof Hillcrest Taxi,

LLC be,andherebyis, reinstated,subjectto compliancewith all CommissionRulesand

Regulations,and subject to the terms of the Stipulation as outlined above between

Hillcrest and ORS, and as statedin the September15, 2010 letter from ORS. This

Stipulationis approved.

2. That all operating rights authorized under the Certificate are hereby

reinstated,subjectto compliancewith all applicablestatutesandtheCommission'sRules

andRegulations,andthetermsof theabove-notedStipulation.

3. That prior to compliance with the applicable statutes and the

Commission's Rules and Regulations,including the requirementsof filing with the

Office of Regulatory Staff proof of appropriate insurance,and the terms of the

Stipulation,themotorcarrierservicesauthorizedby theCertificateshallnotbeprovided.
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4. That failure of the Applicant either (1) to complete the certification

processby complyingwith theCommissionrequirementsof causingto be filed with the

Office of RegulatoryStaff proof of appropriateinsurance,and suchother information

requiredby law and/orfailure to completethetermsof theStipulation; or (2) to request

andobtainfrom the Commissionadditionaltime to comply with the requirementsof the

Commissionasstatedabove,mayresultin the authorizationapprovedin this Orderbeing

revoked.

5.

6.

Thatthehearingscheduledfor October27,2010is cancelled.

Thatthis Ordershall remain in full forceandeffectuntil further Orderof

theCommission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

David A. Wright, Vice Chairm_n

(SEAL)

Joh_E. Howard, Chairman


